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Dear Parent, 

 

Thank you for the excellent turnout of uniform so evident 

at the opening of the new session. We encourage all 

pupils to wear uniform, formal or informal, at all times. 

We are very proud of our school and the wearing of 

uniform is a mark of that pride. Please continue to 

support us in encouraging uniform. All P7 pupils will 

require a white short sleeved shirt, black skirt/trousers 

and black shoes or appropriate trainers for events held 

throughout the session. The school will provide ties for 

these occasions. 

 

Dance-A-Thon Friday 30th September 

A very big thank you to Lynsay McAvoy for facilitating this 

sponsored event and to the PTA who will provide  the 

pupils with some sweets and a drink of juice after all their 

exertions. Please support us through the sponsor forms 

sent home. 

 

School Hours 

9.00am – 12.15pm for Primaries 1 – 7 

1.00pm – 3.00pm for all pupils. 

Our Primary 1 and 2 pupils are now required to under-

take 25 hours class contact time with their teacher. We 

aim to cover this additional 30 minutes a day in the 

following ways: 

Lunch 12.00-12.15 – Primary 1 and 2 pupils will continue 

to have lunch 15 minutes earlier and their teacher will be 

with them focussing this time on teaching social skills, 

independent self-management and healthy eating skills. 

2.00-2.15 (Monday-Thursday) – This time may be spent 

in class, but there will continue to be an option for class 

teachers to take the children into the playground to 

deliver organised activities aimed at developing physical 

activity or promoting active Literacy skills. 

2.00-2.15 (Friday) – Whole school ‘Golden Playtime’ for 

all pupils who have earned this reward. This will replace 

all previous ‘Golden Time’ arrangements in school and is 

still linked to positive behaviour and attitude to work. 

 

Nursery  

Morning session 

Flexible start – 8.45 am  Core hours start – 9.00 am (your 

child should be in nursery by this time) 

Core hours end – 11.45 am (your child should not be 

collected before this time unless previously arranged) 

Flexible collection – 11.55 am (all children must be 

collected by this time)  

Nursery Afternoon Session   

Flexible start – There is no flexible start to the afternoon 

session 

Core hours start – 12.30pm (your child should be in 

nursery by this time) 

Core hours end – 3.15pm (your child should not be 

collected before this time unless previously arranged)   

Flexible collection – 3.40pm (all children must be 

collected by this time)   

 

Administration/Update information 

In order that we keep our records up to date, it is 

important that you inform us of any change of details, 

e.g. any medical information, including 

medication/inhalers required by pupils in school.  

Also if you anticipate moving from the area in the near 

future, we would be grateful for any advance notification. 

Changes to Home phone numbers, mobile phone 

numbers, addresses are very important to keep contact 

through our Seemis Text System. 

 

Staffing  

Mrs. Genoe is the Headteacher in school. Mrs. Reid is the 

Depute Headteacher, with a teaching commitment of 0.2 

every Thursday teaching P.E. to Primary 1-3 and every 

second Friday p.m. in the Nursery. Mrs. Fleming is Acting 

Principal Teacher with a 0.2 teaching commitment in 

Primary 6 and in delivering the Health & Well Being 

curriculum to pupils in Primaries 4-7. 

We are delighted to welcome onto our staff Miss 

Stevenson, class teacher in Primary 6 and Ms Hume Early 

Years Officer in our nursery on a Thursday and Friday. 
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Classes are as follows: 

Primary 7     Mrs. Barr 

Primary 7/6  Mrs. Thomson 

Primary 6  Miss Stevenson 0.8  

 Mrs. Fleming 0.2 

Primary 5     Miss Blakey 

Primary 5/4    Ms Glen 

Primary 4    Mrs. Jelfs 

Primary 3W  Mrs. Wright 

Primary 3R     Miss Rodgers  

Primary 2     Miss McNab 

Primary 2/1     Miss Evans 

Primary 1  Miss Cotton 

Nursery Teacher:     Mrs. Gardner 0.2 Mrs. Reid 0.1 

Senior Early Years Officer: Mrs. Dixon 

Early Years Officer:  Mrs. Mullen 

Mrs. Muir 0.6 

   Ms Hume 0.4                               

Support for Learning:  Mrs. Gardner  0.6    

P.E.:   Mrs. McLeod; Tue. & Wed.  

Music   Mr. Glen/Miss Wilson Wed.&Fri 

Y.M.I. Music Tutor          Wednesday  (Nursery-P3) 

Tutors for brass, and violin also visit school. 

School Secretary:   Mrs. Ferguson(Monday–Wednesday)                         

Mrs. Begg (Thursday and Friday) 

Janitor:          Mr. Frater 

Support for Learning Assistants: 

Mrs. Argent 27.5 hours; 

Mrs. Rose 21.5 hours;   

Mrs. Noë  21.5 hours  

Students 

We are actively encouraging students to take up 

placements in our nursery and primary classes 

throughout the session. We will endeavour to let you 

know when your child’s class may be affected 

 

Staff Car Park 

For child safety reasons, pupils must not use the staff car 

park to access cars waiting for them in the visitor parking 

area, even if accompanied by an adult. Pupils should 

make their way to the pupil entrance gate on Stewart 

Avenue where they should be met and escorted by an 

adult to the safety of waiting cars. Parents/carers and 

pupils should not use the staff car park to access the 

school or nursery. We have had ‘near misses’ in the past 

with children nearly being hit by moving vehicles, even 

with an adult. 

Families of pupils with disabilities have permission to use 

the staff car park. 

 

School Awards  

 

We were delighted to acknowledge the following 

successes for our pupils at our Awards/Leavers Service 

for Primary 7 on June 22nd.  

 

Gold Medal Dux Awards  

• John Ritchie Award – Findlay MacInnes 

• Walter Ford Award – Lois Murphy 

 

Ward Birkby Essay Writing Trophy 

• Aiden Meikle (Primary 6) 

 

Outstanding contribution to the life of the school  

GLEE Club - Lucy Crawford-Wilkinson, Katie Finlay,  

                      Ceira Pacitti, Leah Gray    

 

A number of Pupils were recognised for their sporting 

achievements throughout the session and were 

awarded certificates. 

The Sports Shield was won this year by Ritchie and the 

House shield was won by Dean. 

 

Book Fair 

Our annual Book Fair will be in school from Wednesday 

26th to Monday 31st October.   

 

Wednesday 26h 

 

Parents’ Session 

• 11.00 – 12.00 

• 1.30 – 2.45 

• 2.30 – 3.30 

Thursday 27th • 11.00 12.00 

• 1.30 – 2.45 

Friday 28th • 11.00 – 12.00 

• Book Characther Parade pm 

Monday 31st October • 1.30 – 2.30  
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Mobile Devices 

If parents wish their child to take a mobile phone or other 

device to school, it must be kept shut down and in pupils 

bags at all times during the school day. Taking 

unauthorised photographs of pupils or staff is not 

permitted, and the school can not be responsible for loss 

or damage to these devices. 

We would ask you to engage in ongoing discussions about 

safety issues regarding the use of technology with your 

child and take some time to read the latest Digital 

Parenting magazine that has been sent home to every 

family. 

 

School Meals 

There are 3 daily choices at a cost of £2.05 

Meals should be paid, whether for the full week or for 

selected days, on a MONDAY MORNING, and on other 

days only in an emergency. Cheques must be made 

payable to ‘Falkirk Council’ and NOT to the school. 

Copies of the new menu, starting 13th September, have 

been sent home to parents.  

The school Breakfast Club is open every morning at 

8.15am, supervised by Mrs. Dixon and Mrs. Johnston. 

Toast and a drink are available for £1.45. 

 

Free Meals 

All P1-3 pupils are entitled to free school meals. 

Some other pupils are entitled to free school meals. If you 

wish to make an application, the appropriate forms can 

be obtained from the One Stop Shop. I should like to 

remind you that everything connected with free meals is 

treated in confidence, and they need to be reapplied for 

on a yearly basis. 

 

School Clothing 

School jogging suits, polo shirts, anoraks, 

cardigans/jumpers, fleeces, ties, badges and ski hats are 

all available. There is an online ordering service at  

http://www.beschoolwear.co.uk/ or order forms are 

available in the school office.  

We also have in stock Bo’ness Public school bags and 

book/gym bags.  

Please put your child’s name on all items of clothing. 

Please reinforce at home the need to put jackets on at 

break times and over the lunch hour. We are trying to 

enforce this in school 

 

 

Absence from School 

Pupil absence should be notified by phone to the school 

on the first day. On their return to school children who 

have been absent for whatever reason, must bring a note 

from their parent explaining the absence. The school will 

phone on the first day if an absence is unexplained. 

 

Family Holidays during Term-Time 

 

The Scottish Executive has issued guidance to Local 

Education Authorities which all schools are required to 

implement. 

The majority of family holidays should be categorised as 

unauthorised absence. Only under exceptional 

circumstances will a school be able to authorise a 

holiday during term time. Such circumstances would 

include: 

• ‘A family holiday judged to be important to the well-

being and cohesion of the family, following serious 

or terminal illness, bereavement or other traumatic 

events.’ 

An authorised absence will not include such reasons as: 

• Holidays which overlap the beginning or end of term 

• Parental difficulty obtaining leave (with local 

judgement applied in cases where evidence is 

provided by the employer that it cannot 

accommodate leave during school holidays without 

serious consequences). 

 

Where a school’s prior agreement has not been sought, 

the absence will automatically be classed as 

unauthorised. It is very important that these stipulations 

are clearly understood so offence is not caused when an 

‘unauthorised absence’ is noted. 

 

Appointments 

An adult MUST collect children who are going out of 

school for appointments. They cannot be allowed to 

meet a parent out of the school, so please come in to the 

reception area to collect them. 

 

October Week 

The October holiday week starts at normal closing time 

on Friday 7th October and school re-opens for pupils on 

Tuesday 18th October. Monday 17th October is a staff in-

service day, when school will be closed to pupils. 
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Inclement Weather 

In wet weather, pupils should come in to the school 

through the main entrance in to the dining hall, from 8.50 

a.m., and then line up in their houses in the hall.  One or 

more members of staff will be present to supervise the 

children and ensure their safe arrival to class after the 

9.00 a.m. bell. Mrs. Argent is deployed to playground 

supervision from 8.45 - 9.00 every morning. 

Although we feel that children greatly benefit from fresh 

air and value playtimes, there are 

occasions when bad weather 

means this is impossible. When it 

is a ‘wet playtime’ or ‘wet 

lunchtime’, children are allowed 

to stay in their classrooms with supervision from 

Supervisory Assistants, aided by our Primary 7 prefects.  

 

Hand washing 

As you are aware, many infections lurk around school and 

spread easily between young children. We are working 

hard to ensure pupils wash their hands before eating and 

after going to the toilet. Please reinforce this at home and 

remind your children of the importance of doing this. 

We are currently experiencing a small number of cases of 

conjunctivitis in some classes. It is highly contagious and 

pupils should be kept off school until it has been 

successfully treated. 

 

Harvest Assembly 

All Primary 4 pupils are to hold their Harvest Assembly in 

Craigmailen Church on October 5th  at 11.00. Parents and 

friends are invited to join us. We would request that 

donations of tins, biscuits and other items be handed in 

to school to be distributed by our Primary 7 pupils.  

 

 

Jeans for Genes Day 

All pupils and staff are invited to ‘dress down’ 

and wear denim jeans on October 7th as we 

fundraise for this very worthy cause that has affected one 

of our families in school. Pupils should ‘dress down’ and 

bring £1.00 to support the charity. 

 

Gym 

Children should not wear jewellery and should change 

into shorts, tee shirts and gym shoes when doing gym in 

the hall. Trainers worn outside MUST NOT be worn for 

gym.  

Black gym shoes are the best form of footwear for gym. 

Ideally these should be left in school for use when 

needed. Please make sure they are named. Children who 

do not have a change of footwear will unfortunately not 

be able to take part in the gym lesson, but will have to 

watch instead.  

Pupils who do not have full gym kit will be awarded an 

‘amber’ light in homework diaries. The teachers will 

notify their classes of the days they have gym.  

Pupils not participating in gym lessons for whatever 

reason are required to bring a note of explanation from 

their parent.Our P.E. teacher, has asked that girls with 

long hair tie it back in a ponytail for gym.  

 

Head Lice 

We have periodic outbreaks of head lice amongst pupils. 

I have included the ‘Advice for Parents’ leaflet, sent out 

last year, but would stress that head lice is a community 

and not a school problem. The leaflet, issued by Forth 

Valley Health Board, ‘Head Lice – How to check and treat 

head lice’ is also available in school. 

 

Reporting to Parents 

 

October 5th   Jotters sent home; to be returned to 

school on October 6th 

November 9th 

November 10th 

Parents evening 5.00 – 7.30 

Parents evening 3.30 – 6.00 

February 1st  Jotters sent home to be returned on  

February 2nd  

May 10th Jotters home to be returned on May 

11th  

May 26th 

 

Annual Reports issued 

June 7th Parents’ Surgery 

Class Information Sheets  

Following very positive feedback from parents about the 

information given each term on the work being carried 

out in classes, and how they can support their child’s 

learning, we will issue class information in the same 

format on:  

September 16th  for September-December;  

January 20th  for January – April; 

April 28th  for April – June. 
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Homework Diaries 

Homework Diaries are issued to all pupils in Primary 1 – 

7. This will act as a record of homework to be completed 

and every day the pupil will colour in a green, amber or 

red traffic light to share with you their behaviour and 

attitude to work over the day. 

Homework diaries as opposed to jotters or worksheets 

need to be signed by a parent or carer every night, and 

brought to school each day. You may sign both if you 

wish. There will be a charge for lost Diaries. 

 

Open Door Policy 

We plan to answer any concerns or queries from parents 

as timeously as possible, so please feel free to contact the 

school by phone or in person at any time.  

Teaching staff are not available before 9.00 a.m. or at the 

very start of the school day but a member of the Senior 

Management Team will be available to speak to you. 

Class teachers are often available at the end of the day, 

but you should phone the school beforehand to make an 

appointment as there are planned activities in school on 

Mondays for all staff and other continued professional 

development courses are also attended on other nights 

of the week. Some members of staff also deliver after 

school activities at the end of the school day. 

Parents entering the school for a meeting with a teacher 

should always come in by the Main Entrance and report 

to the school office in the first instance. 

 

Primary 7  Cluster Residential Week 

A Primary 7 trip has been booked for all P7 pupils to visit 

Dounans in Aberfoyle, at a cost of £155.00 per pupil, from 

29th – 31st March 2017. An information meeting is to be 

held in Bo’ness Academy on September 28. 

 

Milk and Biscuits  

Our highly successful milk and biscuit scheme is running 

again this session in school. For £1.20 per week pupils are 

provided with a morning snack of milk and a plain biscuit, 

20p for a biscuit only. This provides a healthy snack which 

is good value for money and reduces the amount of litter 

in the playground whilst at the same time giving more 

time for actually playing at breaktime. We are looking for 

a 100% uptake of this scheme. There will be two ‘free’ 

weeks in June in lieu of days paid for when school is 

closed due to public holidays or in-service days. 

 

 

Allergies 

A few pupils in school suffer from a severe reaction to 

nuts and need to be immediately medicated. We would 

request that as far as possible parents do not put any 

items with nuts in packed lunch boxes. Any pupil with an 

allergy should be made known to school and kitchen staff 

if appropriate by letter to be handed in to the school 

office. Pupils with Medically Prescribed Diets will be 

catered for individually at lunchtime. Please inform the 

school and we will arrange a meeting with Mrs. Shaw, the 

Cook-in-Charge.  

 

The School Online  

Our school website has some useful information for 

pupils and parents. Our School Standards and  

Quality Report should be available to read on our school 

website from 30th September. 

You will find it at www.boness.falkirk.sch.uk  

We also now have school and class twitter accounts, the 

policy for which has been sent home. 

 

Prefect System 

We have a prefect system for all Primary 7 pupils in 

school. They carry out a variety of duties around the 

school on a rota system. Our P7 House Captains have 

been appointed as follows: 

Cadzow Captain: Andrea Robertson 

Vice Captain:   Erin Wakley 

Ritchie Captain:  Sky Nicholls 

Vice Captain:   Ethan Bandeen 

Dundas Captain:  Nicole Dean  

Vice Captain:   Lauchlan Muir  

Dean Captain:   Chloe Kilgallon  

Vice Captain:   Reese McBlain  

 

Play Leaders/Young Leaders 

Primary 6 pupils have been trained as ‘Play Leaders’ and 

‘Young Leaders’ and are working in teams under the 

guidance of support staff to promote positive play in the 

Infant playground. 
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Bo’ness Public Primary School 

Stewart Avenue, 

Bo’ness EH51 9NL 

01506 778300 

bonesspublicschool@falkirk.gov.uk 

www.boness.falkirk.sch.uk 
 

Curriculum for Excellence 

We continue with our commitment to developing 

Literacy,Numeracy and Health and Well-Being. 

 

Our School Priorities for 2016-2017 are: 

 

1. To begin to implement Falkirk Council Curriculum 

Progression Pathways in Literacy, Numeracy and 

Health & Well Being. 

2. To gain accreditation at Level 2 as a ‘Rights 

Respecting School’. 

3. To further develop Parental Involvlement and 

Engagement in their child’s learning. 

 

PTA and Parent Council News 

Joint Parent Council/PTA Meetings will be held on the 

following dates this session at 7.15pm. 

 

Office Bearers are: 

Chair – Iain Mckay      Vice Chair – Andrew Croxon 

Treasurer – Theresa MacPhail 

Minute Takers – Sandie Brand and Stacey Harrison 

PTA Sub-Committee: 

Chair – Theresa MacPhail  Treasurer – Carla Hart 

 

We have a Rag Collection Bank at the rear of the school, 

along from the MUGA. 

Please donate your unwanted clothes, paired shoes, 

bags, belts, ties, and household linens. Donations should 

be placed in the collection bank inside tied bags. When 

the bin is emptied, the PTA receives a cheque based on 

the weight of the donations.  

  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

Over 2700 retailers, including Tesco, Amazon, and  

M & S, are registered with the easy fundraising website. 

If you do shop online and register with them, (they don’t 

take your payment details) they will donate a percentage 

of your spend to the school, sending a cheque every three 

months. Many thanks to the people who have joined so 

far. 

 

 

 

This year the school will be taking part in the Christmas 

Card Project through Arts Projects for schools. 

Pupils will design the front of a Christmas card and you 

will be able to order cards and gift tags with your child’s 

personalised art on them.  

More information will be sent home about this in 

October. 

The PTA and the Parent Council Facebook page is ‘Bo’ness 

Public Primary PTA & PC’. Information about forthcoming 

events will be posted here to promote our fundraising 

efforts and hopefully encourage parents and carers to get 

involved in these projects. 

 

The PTA will be holding Discos for pupils on the following 

dates: 22nd  September; 27th October; 12th  January; 16th 

March and 1st June. 

 

School Football Strips 

Our team football strips are looking a bit worse for wear 

and we are hoping to find sponsorship to replace them. If 

you are able to help or know anyone who would like to 

sponsor our school strips, please contact Mrs. Genoe 

through the school office. 

 

Poppy Appeal 

Poppies suitable for children to wear will be sold in 

school from Monday 23rd October. 

 

Photographer 

The photographer will be in school and nursery on 4th   

November to take individual and/or family photos as 

requested. All pupils will be taken in family groups unless 

a request is otherwise made in writing to Mrs. Genoe. If 

you would like younger children in your family to be 

included in a photograph please put your request in 

writing to Mrs. Genoe. 

 

Flu Vaccinations 

Our Primary 1-7 pupils whose parents have given consent 

are due to be immunised on Thursday 27th October. Mrs. 

Genoe will be supporting this activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3rd (single item) February 6th  

November 7th March 6th 

December 5th May 8th  

January 9th  June 5th   
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September 30th • Sponsored Dance-a-Thon for Fair Funds 

October 3rd • PC/PTA Meeting (single item) 

4th • Cross Country Primary 5-7 at Callendar Park 

5th 
• Primary 4 Harvest Assembly - Craigmailen Church at 11.00 

• Jotters home: to be returned on the 6th 

7th • Jeans for Genes Day – Dress down for £1.00 

10th – 17th • School closed to pupils for holiday and Staff development day 

19th • Autum Football Tournament at Kinneil Primary School 

26th – 31st • Book Fair in School 

27th 

• Flu Vaccination Day in school 

• PTA Halloween Disco 

• Book Character Parade 

November 1st • Priary 7 at Sky Academy 

4th • Tempest Photographer in school 

5th • Fair Fund Raiser – ‘Frank & the Twins at Fisons - £10.00 tickets available 

9th • Parents Evening 5.00 – 7.30 

10th • Parents Evening – 3.30 – 6.00 

18th • Children In Need Day – Dress Down £1.00 

25th • Primary 1 – 3 at Hippodrome to see ‘Stork’ 

29th • Cross Country League Event 2 at Callendar Park (primary 5-7) 

December 2nd  
• Primary 4 – 7 at Hippodrome to see ‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them’ 

• Christmas Fayre in school – p.m. 

7th • Chirstmas lunch in school 

9th • Winter Football Tournament at Bo’ness Recreaction Centre 

12th • Bo’ness Academy Concert Primary 7 (date to be confirmed) 

13th 
• ‘S’ Factor Finals in school – a.m. 

• Cluster Carol Concert at Bo’ness Old Kirk p.m. 

14th • Nursery Parties – a.m. and p.m. 

15th • Primary 6 and 7 Party 7.00 – 9.00 

16th 
• Primary 1 Nativity in Craigmailen Church at 11.00 

• Primary 5 party – p.m. 

19th • Primary 4 party – p.m. 

20th • Primary 3 party – p.m. 

20th • Primary 3 Party – p.m. 

21st 
• Primary 1 party – a.m. 

• School closes for Christmas Holidays at 1.30p.m. – Lunch provided as usual. 

January 5th • School opens for the new term 

Dates for Your Diary 


