
Bo’ness Public School 
Newsletter June 2016 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
As we come towards the end of a busy session in school, I am delighted to share with you school 
successes and important information for the session ahead. 
Classes for next year are as follows: 

Primary 1 - Miss Cotton 
Primary 2/1 - Mrs. Evans  
Primary 2 - Miss McNab 
Primary 3R - Miss Rodgers 
Primary 3W - Mrs. Wright 
Primary 4 - Mrs. Jelfs 
Primary 5/4 - Ms Glen  
Primary 5 - Miss Blakey 
Primary 6 - Miss Stevenson (0.8) Mrs. Fleming (0.2) 
Primary 7/6 - Mrs. Thomson  
Primary 7 - Mrs. Barr 

 
The formation of the three composite classes will be done according to policy guidelines and 
information will be sent home separately to you regarding this. Class lists are currently being 
put together and your child will bring a note home indicating which class they will be going into. 
 
Staffing 
 
Mrs. Love and Mrs. Niblo will both be retiring at the end of this session after more than 60 
years of teaching between them. They have both made a very significant contribution to the 
life of the school and positive outcomes for generations of Bo’ness Public pupils. We wish them 
both health and happiness for the years ahead.  
Miss Bain our music specialist is to be redeployed under new Cluster Model delivery 
arrangements for P.E. and Music.  
Mrs. McLeod will be returning to us 0.4 in the new session.  
We will also be losing the very valuable services of Mrs. Claire Love, Support Assistant, who has 
been working with us on Mondays to Wednesdays since last session. We are very sorry to be 
losing her skills and expertise in school. Due to Support for Learning staffing budget cuts, her 
15 hours will not be replaced. 
Mrs. Gardner will be taking on the role of Support for Learning teacher (0.6) on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays next session. Mrs. Gardner will also continue in her role as Nursery 
Teacher. 
We are delighted to welcome Miss Amanda Stevenson as a probationer teacher onto our staff 
this session. 
 

 



 

 

Pupil information updates 
 

It is very important for the school to have up-to-date contact details and health information 
for our pupils. Can you please keep us informed of any changes in address or telephone contact 
details, and also of any changes in health conditions that we should be aware of. 
Any medicine or inhalers kept in school during term time will be returned or disposed of at the 
end of term and you should supply us with up-to-date information at the start of the new term. 
Please also let the school know if your child will not be returning to Bo’ness Public at the start 
of the new session. 
 
Milk and Biscuits - Starting next session the maximum charge for milk and biscuits per family 
will be £2.40. 
 
Flu Vaccination - Shortly into the new term information will be sent home to parents about this 
year’s immunisation programme. Last year we had a 78% uptake in school which was very 
encouraging but we would like to improve on this uptake to provide even more effective 
protection for our pupils and families. Please look out for the consent forms coming home and 
please return them, even if you are not giving consent. 
 
Authority Information 
 
Free School Meals and Clothing Grants 
 
If parents were eligible for Free School Meals or a Clothing Grant for their child(ren) in the 
2015/16 session, from 16th May 2016 they will be contacted directly by the assessment team 
at Revenues & Benefits to check if they want to apply again for the new year.  This will include 
a system generated application form.  If parents haven’t heard from the team by 13th June, they 
can contact them on 01324 503850. 
If  a parent didn’t apply last year but wants to do so for this new 16/17 year, they can visit 
www.falkirk.gov.uk.uk  for a form or more information, or call Contact Centre on 01324 
590599.  Applications will also be available to print from the website. 
To allow time for processing applications, it would be appreciated if you could return application 
forms quickly. 
 
Eid in the Park - The Al Masaar group in Falkirk, is co-organising an event on the 9th of July 
2016.  They are working with both Mosques to deliver this first-time-in-Falkirk family gathering 
to promote harmony among our communities and encourage better relations.  
 
Scottish ‘Good Egg’ Campaign 
There will be an in-car safety event held at Asda, Upper New Market Street in Falkirk on 
Thursday 25th August from 11 am – 4 pm where you can have your child’s seat checked for free. 
Their website can be viewed here http://www.goodeggcarsafety.com/scotland/   and there will 
be a Facebook page set up for this in due course. 
 



 

 

Dounans Residential - 2017 
 
Dounans has provisionally been booked for Wednesday March 
29th – Friday March 31st, 2017. To make this experience more 
affordable to pupils across the cluster, this will be a 3-day and 
2-night experience. Pupils will leave school around 10.00 a.m. on 
Wednesday morning and return around 3.00 p.m. on the Friday afternoon. The cost of this 
excursion will be £155.00.  An information meeting will be held in Bo’ness Academy on September 
6th at 6.30 p.m. 
 
Primary 7 Leavers’ Assembly 
 
Our Primary 7 Leavers’ Assembly will take place on Wednesday 22nd June at 11.00 a.m. in 
Craigmailen Church. We will also be saying ‘goodbye’ to Evie Miller (P2/1), Helena Lenaghen 
(P2/1), Olivia and Myah Arrol (P4), Gradon McGowan (P4) and Zara Murphy (P5), who are all 
moving on to new schools in August. A presentation from school staff, pupils and the P.T.A. will 
be given to Mrs. Love and Mrs. Niblo. 
 
Sports Day 
 
This year we were blessed with some good weather and our Primary 1-3 and Primary 4-7 Sports 
day events went off very successfully. All pupils enjoyed their team events and those who ran 
in the competitive races were proud of their achievement. A very big thank you to Mrs. McLeod, 
our P.E. specialist for her excellent organisation of this important event. This year’s winners 
were Ritchie House. 
 
Craft Club 
 
The Craft Club run by Mrs. Fleming, Miss McNab and Mrs. Rose, which 
started this term, has been very successful with pupils learning a variety 
of crafts and developing their skills in jewellery making and crochet.  
 
Charity Fund Raising 
 
Many thanks once again for your continued support in helping to fund raise for many worthwhile 
causes: •UNICEF - £256.10                •Mothers’ Day Market/Raffle - £300.00      

•Buttercup Tea - £378.25      •Go Yellow Day - £226.20 
Our final collection for the session will be on June 22nd at the Primary 7 Leavers’ Assembly and 
on this occasion money raised will donated to ‘Bounce Higher’. 
 
Parent Council/P.T.A. 
 
Our last joint meeting took place on May 30th at 7.15 p.m. A very big thank you for all the 
fundraising support over the session and for the hard work and effort of the small group of 
parents who work tirelessly to support the learning experiences of all the pupils in school. 
Parental voice is fundamental to positive outcomes for the school, its staff and pupils. 



 

 

School Successes! 

 
Big Fit Walk 10th June  
 
The Big Fit Walk is a community health promotion event, which aims to encourage as many people 
as possible to step out and take a 30 minute, 2-mile walk in their local area. We will be taking all 
Primary 1 – 7 pupils out during the afternoon to the Douglas Park. Pupils in P2 have separate 
arrangements for their Big Fit Walk/Trip. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gardening Scotland Pallet Gardens 
 
P6 at Bo’ness Public School worked very hard this term creating a fantastic pallet garden which 
was entered into the national competition at Gardening Scotland. The children worked on a 
personal enterprise project, Grow your Pound raising £276.00 which they used for their Pallet 
Garden – materials and plants. As well as planning, designing and making their display, pupils 
developed a lot of green-fingered skills while each nurturing their own plant 
to show quality.  
Mrs. Fleming with her class waited anxiously to hear the results of the 
judging and were elated to learn they had achieved a gold medal and Best 
in Show for School Pallet Gardens.  
The Pallet Garden and Planter Competition is organised for Gardening 
Scotland by the Scottish Gardeners’ Forum. 
The competition aims to encourage and foster future generations of young 
gardeners as well as make the weekend a fun and memorable experience 
for all involved. 
 
P6 Athletics – Steven Scott – Bronze medal for javelin! 
P7 and P6 Girls – Won the Fair Cup! 
Boys team – Runners-up in the Fair Cup! 
 
Individual achievements – We have a number of pupils excelling in sports and other activities 
outside school. These are celebrated in classes and at assemblies and hymn practices and we 
have an achievement board in school. Please continue to send in medals and certificates so we 
can celebrate these successes. 
 
End of term information 
 
Please note the information sent home to you regarding the Fair Day. Further information 
regarding allocation of stewards will be sent out week beginning 20th June. 
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Fairtrade Group 

Our school Fairtrade group have won a second “Social Enterprise in 

Education” award.  They will collect the award on Thursday 16th 

June in Edinburgh.  The award is given to schools who run an 

enterprise project, giving their profits to a worthwhile cause.  Our 

Fairtrade group has run many Fairtrade events throughout the year 

such as a Tuck shop, Fairtrade Café and Pop-up Shop and a free 

sampling day in Tesco.  The profits they have made have been donated to the RZSS work with 

the Pandas. 

Dates for your Diary 
 

June 13th 28th  NO MILK MONEY TO BE PAID TO SCHOOL 

14th  Bo’ness Academy Show ‘Les Miserables’ 1.00 – 4.00 p.m. Town Hall 

15th Primary 7 PTA BBQ at Beecraigs, leaving school at 6.00 p.m. 

16th 
Tennis Final at Zetland Park – Mrs. Barr and 8 Primary 6 pupils 
Primary 6/5 outing to Newtongrange Mining Museum 
Primary 5 ‘Concert Party’ to Grange Nursing Home 

20th 
Fair Song Sing Off in school – a.m. 
Meet your new Teacher 1.00 – 2.00 p.m. 

21st Primary 7 pupils broadcasting on Valley FM 10.00 a.m. – 12.00 

22nd Primary 7 Leavers and Awards Ceremony – 11.00 a.m. at Craigmailen Church 

23rd Fair Day rehearsals a.m. and p.m. 

24th Fair Day – Separate arrangements for this day have been sent home 

June 27th SCHOOL OPEN ALL DAY 

28th SCHOOL CLOSES FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS AT 1.30 P.M. 

 

August 22nd 
and 23rd 

Staff development days – school open to staff only 

Wednesday  
24th 

Pupils start back to school.  Primary 1 mornings only 

Monday 29th  Primary 1 start all day schooling 

Mrs. G. Genoe, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 



 

 

School life - School holiday dates | Falkirk Council 

This information shows when pupils will be on holiday from school. 

2016 dates 

Summer holiday  
29 June 2016 - 19 August 2016 

Staff development days - 22 & 23 August 2016 

Return to school (pupils) 24 August 2016  

September weekend  12 September 2016  

October week  10 October 2016 - 14 October 2016  

Staff development day  17 October 2016  

Christmas and New Year 
22 December 2016 - 04 January 2017 

Return to school (pupils) 05 January 2017  

2017 dates 

Holiday  Dates  

Term time public holiday  10 February 2017, 13 February 2017  

Staff development day  14 February 2017  

Easter holiday  03 April 2017 - 17 April 2017  

Term time public holiday  01 May 2017  

Staff development day  04 May 2017  

Summer holiday  

03 July 2017 - 18 August 2017 

Staff development days - 21 & 22 August 2017 

Return to school (pupils) 23 August 2017  

September weekend  11 September 2017  

October week  09 October 2017 - 13 October 2017  

Staff development day  16 October 2017  

Christmas and New Year  
25 December 2017 - 05 January 2018 

Return to school (pupils) 08 January 2018  

2018 dates 

Holiday  Dates  

Term time public holiday 09 February 2018, 12 February 2018  

Staff development day  13 February 2018  

Easter holiday  30 March 2018 - 13 April 2018  

Staff development day  04 May 2018  

Term time public holiday 07 May 2018  

Summer holiday  
02 July 2018 - August 2018 

Return to school date to be confirmed  

 


