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Ms Glen and P6/5 
 

A huge welcome back to school after the 

Christmas Break!  This term is going to be very 

busy with the children learning and 

consolidating a lot of skills.    

 

Language 

 

The whole class continue to work 

through the Active Literacy 

programme for spelling. P5 are going to be 

working on the phonemes “s”, “au” and will be 

revising all other phonemes as well as learning 

common words. This term P6 have continued to 

work through their spelling programme and have 

managed to spell some tricky words!  The focus 

for P6 is to extend their vocabulary and to spell 

unfamiliar words by using learned spelling 

strategies. P6 will also be consolidating their 

previously learned phonemes. 

The class are entering the BBC Radio 2 500 

words competition.  This is for story writing and 

we are looking at what makes a story great.  We 

are doing a lot of VCOP exercises and the key is 

practise, practise, and even more practise! We 

will be doing daily exercises to help each child 

uplevel their writing and extend their 

vocabulary. 

We will then be covering the instruction genre 

of writing, where the children will have the 

opportunity to follow their instructions to see 

if they are perfect!  

Lastly this term, the children will be covering 

the information genre of writing. They will be 

identifying primary and secondary sources of 

information and will be able to research their 

own topic and present it as an ongoing project.   

 

Maths 

 

Our maths topics this term are very practical. 

We have almost finished co-ordinates and the 

children have all picked this up and enjoyed the 

pictures that they have made.   

We will then be moving onto area and length 

where we will be using different units and 

instruments to measure and calculate lengths 

and areas. The children will also use their 

knowledge to work in volume.  The children will 

be learning about angles and will be identifying 

these in their local area. Towards the end of the 

term we will be looking at percentages, 

fractions and decimals.   

 

We will continue to work through the Big Maths 

programme, with P6 visiting Mrs Fleming for 

their activities.  P5 will continue to work with 

me.  All children are continuing to progress well 

across this programme.    

 

Our Thursday maths session will be spent 

revising and consolidating the number 

operations: subtraction; division; addition and 

multiplication.  This will help your child to 

become more proficient at these, building their 

confidence across all areas of their maths work. 

 

Topic 

 

This term our topic is “Bo’ness” and we will be 

working closely with Miss McNab and P2.  There 

is also opportunity to work with Mrs Ford again, 

which will result in some fantastic resources 

becoming available to help the children deepen 

their learning.   The children will also be 

comparing Bo’ness to another Scottish Village, 

and we will (hopefully) be able to twin with 

another school and visit them and host a visit 

from them. We will be using our new skills 

learned in maths and language to convey all of 

this information.   

 

During February, both classes will be receiving 

age appropriate health and wellbeing lessons. A 

separate letter detailing the content of these 

lessons will be distributed nearer the time. 

 



ICT 

 

The children are continuing to build upon their 

word processing skills. Practising at home will 

help them to gain confidence and speed.  They 

also regularly see Twitter being used and have 

entered a competition to have the opportunity 

to speak to Tim Peake live on the International 

Space Station on the 2nd of February (fingers 

crossed).  They will continue to use ICT across 

all areas of their learning to present their work 

and to redraft for displays and uplevelling. 

 

Internet Safety 

 

There will be an internet safety lesson in ICT 

where the children will be looking at what apps 

that they use.  The children will be encouraged 

to only use age appropriate apps.   It is worth 

noting that apps such as Facebook and Twitter 

are not supposed to be accessed by anyone 

younger than 13 years of age.  If your child has 

their own profile on apps such as these, then 

they have lied about their age.  Having a 

conversation about which apps your child uses 

and why and monitoring their online usage will 

help to keep them safe.  If your child does 

encounter something or someone online that 

makes them feel uncomfortable or upset, the 

correct course of action is to tell a trusted 

adult, who should report the incident to the 

police or use the “report abuse” button on the 

Thinkuknow website.  Offending material should 

be kept for investigative purposes.   I will be 

showing the children how to use the report 

abuse button on the Thinkuknow website as a 

part of this lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Languages 

 

 

The children are continuing to order their 

lunches confidently in French and are going to 

be learning the numbers and common vocabulary 

this term.   

 

Primary 5 are also continuing to learn Mandarin 

and are very proficient at the numbers and 

dates.   Leo is the Mandarin teacher and the 

children thoroughly enjoy the weekly lessons. 

 

Homework 

 

Homework will continue to be 

distributed on a weekly basis 

to be returned the following 

Wednesday.  The tasks are 

bullet pointed in the 

children’s Learning Log.  

Tasks are designed to be completed over the 

course of a week and not to be completed in one 

night.  It is imperative that ‘Learn Its’ and 

spelling words are practised daily so that your 

child can get used to writing these down.  There 

is also a focus on self-study this term.  If your 

child is struggling with a concept taught in class 

they can practise it at home to help them.  

Maths homework will continue to be given as a 

sheet, but will focus on revision of a number 

operation.  

 

How Can You Help 

 

Please give homework a high priority and 

encourage excellent presentation. Also 

encouraging your child to read a wide variety of 

genres and to keep abreast of current affairs.   

Encouraging discussion about what they have 

read and/or watched will help them to extend 

their vocabulary.   Telling the time, reading 

timetables and counting money will allow your 

child greater independence and put their school 

learning into context.  Please ensure that your 

child is prepared for school daily.

 


